Home health at the crossroads.
Entire classes of Medicare beneficiaries that previously had been served under the home health benefit are now absent from the care rolls. Anecdotal reports indicate that these beneficiaries are being forced to opt for higher-cost skilled nursing facility or hospital care. Some people are simply going without needed care. Before "expanding" the Medicare benefit into new coverage areas, it only makes good policy and good sense to repair some of the unintended consequences of the Balanced Budget Act of 1997 (BBA).